
Water Leak Detection 

Leak Patrol 

If you ever notice a spike in your water bill, you may have a leak somewhere on your property. 

It's a good idea to check for leaks on a regular basis in order to save money and prevent 

reoccurring high water bills.  Ways in which you can help detect a leak are provided below. 

 

 

Check Water Meter 

First, make sure that no water is running inside or outside of the home 

and all home appliances that use water are turned off.  Locate your 

water meter in order to observe movement of water.  Take a reading 

of your meter, wait 15 minutes, then take a second reading. If the 

reading has not changed, this indicates no leaks.  If the reading has 

changed and water has not been used, there may be water leak at 

your location.  

 

Check Toilets 

A small toilet leak can cause many gallons of water to be wasted 

every day.  A toilet leaks when water goes from the tank into the bowl 

of the toilet.  To determine if you have a toilet leak, lift off the toilet 

tank lid, place five to 10 drops of food coloring or a dye tablet in the 

toilet tank and wait approximately 10 minutes.  If the colored water 

appears in the bowl, you have a leak.  You may have a toilet leak if 

you are able to hear running water as well.   

 

Check Faucets 

Check for any leaking faucets inside and outside of the home. A 

faucet that has a slow drip can waste up to one gallon of water per 

day, which can yield up to 365 gallons of water per year. 

Remember, it is the property owner’s responsibility to maintain the plumbing and fittings 

within their private property. 

 


